BEFORE THE
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
In the Matter of the Accusatlon )
Agamst )
. )
: ) A
'WANDA LIZA LO, M.D. ) Case No. 800-2015-019065
_ ) »
Physician's and Surgeon's )
Certificate No. G45357 )
Respondent )
)
DECISION

The attached Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order is hereby
adopted as the Decision and Order of the Medical Board of Callfornla,
Department of Consumer Affairs, State of California.

This Decisibn shall become effective at 5:00 p.m. on December 19, 2018.

IT IS SO ORDERED November 19, 2018.

MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
cﬂ(/ﬂﬁe«, 2

Rohald‘ LewiE'T VL.D., Chair
Panel A
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XAVIER BECERRA |
Attomey General of California
MARY CAIN-SIMON
Supervising Deputy Attorney General
ALICE W. WONG
Deputy Attorney General
State Bar No. 160141
455 Golden Gate Avenue, Suite 11000
San Francisco, CA 94102-7004
Telephone: (415) 510-3873
Facsimile: (415) 703-5480
Attorneys for Complainant

BEFORE THE
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
In the Matter of the Accusation Against: Case No. 800-2015-019065
WANDA LIZA LO, M.D.
1235 Osos St. #100 STIPULATED SETTLEMENT AND
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 DISCIPLINARY ORDER

Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate No. G
45357

Respondent.

IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED by and between the parties to the above-

entitled proceedings that the following matters are true:
PARTIES

1.  Kimberly Kirchmeyer (Complainant) is the Executive Director of the Medical Board
of California (Board). She brought this action solely in her official capacity and is represented in
this matter by Xavier Becerra, Attorney General of the State of California, by Alice W. Wong,
Deputy Attorney General.

2. Respondent Wanda Liza Lo, M.D. (Respondent) is represented in this proceeding by
attorney David R. Lucchese, Galloway Lucchese Everson & Picchi, 2300 Contra Costa Blvd., -
Suite 350, Pleasant Hill, CA 94523.

1
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3. Onor about July 10, 1981, the Board issued Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate No.
G 45357 to Wanda. Liza Lo, M.D. (Respéndent). Thé Phy;c,i«cian"s and Smgebn‘é ’Cértiﬁcate“w'as
in full force and effect at all times relevant to the charges brought in Accusation No. 800-2015-
019065, and will expire on June 30, 2019, unless renewed. '
| JURISDICTION

4.  Accusation No. 800-2015-019065 was filed before the Board, and is currently
pending against Respondent. The Accusation and all other statutorily required documents were -
propetly served on Respondent on Auguét 21, 2018. Respondent timely filed her Notice of
Defense.

5. A copy of Accusation No. 800-2015-019065 is attached as exhibit A and incorporated
herein by reference.

ADVISEMENT AND WAIVERS

6. Respondent has carefully read, fully discussed with counsel, and understands the
charges and allegations in Accusation No. 800-2015-019065. Respondent has also carefully read,
fully discussed with counsel, and understands the effects of this Stipulated Settlement and
Disciplinary Order.

7.  Respondent is fully aware of her legal rights in this matter, including the right to a
hearing on the charges and allegations in the Accusation; the right to confront and cross-examine
the witnesses against her; the right to present evidence and to testify on her own behalf; the right
to the issuance of subpoenas to compel the attendance of witnesses and the production of
documents; the right to reconsideration and court review of an adverse decision; and all other
rights accorded by the California Administrative Procedure Act and 6ther applicable laws.

8.  Respondent voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently waives and gives up each and
every right set forth above.

CULPABILITY

9.  Respondent agrees that, at an administrative hearing, Complainant could establish a

prima facie case with respect to the charges and allegations contained in Accusation No. 800-

2
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1 || 2015-019065 and that she has thereby subjectgd her Physi_cian‘s and Surgeon's Certificate to

2 || discipline as forth in the Disciplinary Order below.

3 CONTINGENCY

4 10. This stipulation shall be subject td approval by the Medical Board of California.
5 || Respondent understands and agrees that counsel for Complainant and the staff of the Medical
6 || Board of California may communicate directly with the Board regarding this stipulation and

""" 7 || settlement, without notice to or participation by Respondent or her counsel. By signing the

8 || stipulation, Respondent understands and agrees that she may not withdraw her agreement or seek
9 || to rescind the stipulation prior to the time the Board considers and acts upon it. If the Board fails
10 || to adopt this stipulation as its Decision and Order, the Stipulated Settlement énd Disciplinary
11 || Order shall be of no force or effect, except for this paragraph, it shall be inadmissible in any legal
12 || action between the parties, and the Board shall not be disqualified from further action by having
13 || considered this matter.
14 11. The parties understand and agree that Portable Document Format (PDF) and facsimile
15 || copies of this Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order, including PDF and facsimile
16 || signatures thereto, shall have the same force and effect as the originals.
17 12. In consideration of the foregoing admissions and stipulations, the parties agree that
18 || the Board may, without further notice or formal proceeding, issue and enter the following
19 || Disciplinary Order:
20 ‘ DISCIPLINARY ORDER

21 IT IS HEREBY ORDERED _that Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate No. G 45357 issued
22 || to Respondent Wanda Liza Lo, M.D. is hereby publicly reprimanded pursuant to California
73 || Business and Professions Code § 2227(a)(4). This Public Reprimand, which is issued in

24 || connection with Respondent’s actions as set forth in Accusation No. 800-2015-019065, is as

25 || follows:

26 On or about August 24, 2011, you discharged a newborn with elevated transcutaneous
27 bilirubin reading at 18 hours of life without obtaining further bilirubin assessment.

28
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A. EDUCATION COURSE

Within 30 calendar days of the effective date of this Decisioﬁ, Respbndent shall enroll
in 8 hours of CME course(s) on neonatal care, including hyperbilirubinemia, approved in advance
by the Board or its designee. Respondent shall provide the approved course provider with
any information and documents that the approved course providef may deem pertinent.
Respondent shall pammpate in and successfully complete 8 hours of CME course(s) on
neenatal care, including hyperbﬂlrubmemla not later than three (3) months eﬁef Respondent'
initial enrollment. The 8 hours of CME course(s) on neonatal care, including
hyperbilirubinemia, shall be at Respondent'sexpense and shall be in addition to the
Continuing Medical Education (CME) requirements for renewal of licensure.

CME course(s) on neonatal care, including hyperbilirubinemia, taken after the acts that
gave rise to the charges in the Accusation, but prior to the effective date of the Decision may, in
the sole discretion of the Board or its designee, be accepted towards the fulfillment of this
condition if the course would have been approved by the Board or its designee had the course
been taken after the effective date of this Decision. |

Respondent shall submit a certification of successful completion to the Board or its
designee not later than 15 calendar days after successfully completing the 8 houss of the required
course(s), or not later than 15 calendar days after the effeetive date of the Decision, whichever is
later.

Respondent understands that failure to submit and/or complete the 8 hours of CME
course(s) on neonatal care, including hyperbilirubinemia, as set forth above, would constitute
unprofessional conduct and grounds for further disciplinary action. If Respondent fails to enroll,
participate in, or successfully complete the 8 hours of CME course(s) within the designated time

period, Respondent shall receive a notification from the Board or its designee to cease the

STIPULATED SETTLEMENT (800-2015-019065)
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' practice of medicine within three (3) calendar days after being so notified.

In consideration for her agreement to complete the 8 hours of CME course(s) on neonatal
care, including 11ypcrbi1irubinémia, as set forth above, Respondent ghall be publicly reprimanded

25 set forth in Parageaph 12(A),

- ACCEPTANCE
I have carefully read the above Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Otder and have fully

discussed it with my sttorney. 1 understand the stipulation and the effect it will have on my

Physiciarts and Surgeon's Certificate ] entarinfo this Stipolsted Settlergent and Disciplinary
Qrder voluntarily, knowmg’ly, and intelligently, and agree to be bound byrthe gion and Order
of the Medical Board of California, - I |

DATED: 6/"’/2&/ 20/§

WANDA LIZA LO M
Respondent

I have read and fully dxscussed with Respondent Wanda Liza Lo, M. D. the terms and
conditions and other matters contained in the above Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order.

1 approve its form and content.

patep: /2620 M
, AVID R, LUCCHESE

Attorney for Respondent

ENDORSEMENT
The foregoing Stipulateﬁ Settlement and Disciplinary Order is liereby resp ectfully
submit.ted for consideration by the Medical Board of Californig. -

| Dated: 4 / 77 / 208 o Respectfully submitted,

XAVIER BECERRA |

Attorney General of Cahfomm
MARY CAIN=SIMON

. Supervising Deputy Attorney General

ALICE W. WONG
" Deputy Attorncy (xcncral
Attorneys for Complainant

STIPULATED SETTLEMENT (800-2015-019065)
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| MARY CAIN-SIMON

XAVIER BECERRA
Attorney General of California

FILED
STATE OF CALIFORNIA
MED&CAL BOARD OF GALIFORRIR

Supervising Deputy Attorney General

ALICE W. WONG

Deputy Attorney General

State Bar No. 160141
455 Golden Gate Avenue, Suite 11000
San Francisco, CA 94102 7004
Telephone: (415) 510-3873
Facsimile: (415) 703-5480

Attorneys for Complainant- -

BEFORE THE
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
In the Matter of the Accusatiori Against: Casé No..800-2015-019065
Wanda Liza Lo, M.D. ACCUSATION

1235 Osos St. #100
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401

Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate
No. G45357,

Respondent.

Complainant alleges:
PARTIES

1.  Kimberly Kirchmeyer (Complamant) brings this Accusation solely in her official
capacity as the Executive Director of the Medical Board of California, Department of Consumer
Affairs (Board).

2,  Onor about July 10, 1981, the Medical Board issued Physician's and Surgeon's
Certificate Number G 45357 to Wanda Liza Lo, M.D. (Respondent). The Physician's and
Surgeon's Certificate was in full force and effect at all times relevant to the charges brought herein

and will expire on June 30, 2019, unless renewed.

1
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certificate holders under the jurisdiction of the board.

JURISDICTION
3.  This Accusation is brought before the Board, under the authority of the following
laws, All section references are to the Business and Professions Code unless otherwise indicated.
4,  Section 2004 of the Code states: -
“The board shall have the reg.ponsibility for the following:

“(a) The enforcement of the disciplinary and criminal provisions of the Medical Practice

Act, _
“(b) The administration and hearing of disciplinary actions.
“(c) Carrying out disciplinary actions appropriate to findings made by a pal'}el or an
administrative law judge.

“(d) Suspending,' revoking, or otherwise limiting certificates after the conclusion of
disciplinary actions.

“(¢) Reviewing the quality of medical practice carried out by physician and surgeon

“(f) Approving undergraduate and graduate medical educaﬁon pro érams.

“(g) Approving clinical clerkship and special programs and hospitals for the programs in
subdivision . _

“(h) Issuing licenses and certificates under the board's jurisdiction.

“(i) Administering the board's continuing medical education program,”

5.  Section 2227 of the Code provides that a ﬁcensée who is found guilty under the
Medical Practice Act may have his or her license revoked, suspended for a period not to exceed
one year, placed on probation and required to pay the costs of p_robation monitoring, or such other
action taken in relation to discii;line as the Board dcéms proper.

6.  Section 2234 of the Code states: |

“The board shall take action against any licensee who is charged with unprofessional
conduct. In addition to other provisions of this article, unprofessional conduct includes, but is not

limited to, the following:

2
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““(a) Violating or attempting to violate, directly or hiéli'recﬂy, assisting in or abetting the
violation of, or conspiring to violate any provision of this chapter.

“(b) Gross negligence.

“(c) Repeated negligent acts. To be‘repeated, the;e must be two or more negligent acts or
omissions. An initial negligent act or omission followed by a separate and distinct departure from
the apphcable standard of care shall constitute repeated neghgent acts

“(1) An mmal neghgent dlagnoms fo]lowed by an act or omission medlc;ii;ﬁpropnate for |
that negligent diagnosis of the patient shall constitute a single negligent act.

| “(2) When the standard of care requires a change in the diagnosis, act, or omission that
constitutes the negligent act described in péragraph (1), inclu_diﬁg, but not limited to, a
reevaluation of the diagnosis or a change in treatment, and the licensee's conduct departs from the
applicable standard of caré, each departure constitutes a separate and distinct breach of the
standard of care, |
| “(d) Incompetence. '

“(e) The commission of any act involviﬁg dishonesty or co_1~rupti6n which is substantially
related to the qualifications, functions, or duties of a physician and sufgeoﬁ.

“(f) Any action or conduct which would have warranted the denial of a certificate.

“(é) The piactice of medicine from this state into another state or country without meeting
the legal requirements of that state or country for the practice of medicine. Section 2314 shall not
apply to this subdivision. This subdivision shall become operative upon the implementation of the
proposed registration program described in Section 2052.5.

“(h) The repeated failure by a certificate holder, in the absence of good cause; to attend and
participate in an interview by the board. This subdivision shall only apply to a certificate holder

who is the subject of an investigation by the board.”

1
1
mn
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| 2234 (b) of the Code in that Respondent’s overall conduct, acts and omissions, with regard to
9 22 am. at French Hosp1tal Medlcal Center in San Lu1s Oblspo Cahforma. Patient A’s newborn

reading of 8.9, which was taken from the newborn at 18 hours of life. The 8.9 reading falls in the

_comment on the elevated transcutaneous bilirubin measurement of 8.9 at 18 hours of life in her

' FIRST CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE

(Unprofessional Conduct: Gross Negligence)

7. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action for unprofessmnal conduct under section’

Patient A! constitutes gross negligence, as more fully described herein below.

8. On August 23, 2011, Patient A, a newborn was delivered W1thout oornphcauons at

admission assessment and findings were unremarkable and vital signs were normal.

9. On August 24, 2011, at 3:35 a.m., Patient A received a transcutaneous bilirubin?

high risk zone of the “Bhutani Curve,” placing tlie newborn’s risk above the 95 percentile for
continued fise of the bilirubin® requiring treatment.’
10. Respondent was the on call pediatrician who examined the newborn at approximately |

8:00 a.m. on August 24, 201 1 and signed the discharge orders at 8:30 am. Respondent did not

! The patient is designatéed in this document as Patient A to protect the patient’s privacy,
Respondent knows the name of the patient and can confirm the patient’s identity through discovery. .

2 Transcutaneous bilirubin i is a measurement of how much blhrubm is in a baby’s blood without
using a needle. A meter is placed on the baby’s head or chest. The meter sends a qmck flash of light
through the skin {o measure the bilirubin level.

3 In 2004, the American Academy of Pediatrics published guidelines to obtain bilirubin sssessment
either by transcutaneous screening or serum testing prior to discharge and to use the “Bhutani Curve” to
interpret for risk of subsequent requirement for treatment. The Bhutani Curve provides a set of statistical
probabilities that a particular bilirubin level at a particular time (age of newborn) will continue to climb to-
the point of requiring treatment. This allows for proper monitoring of bilirubin levels, as well as for
allowing for the possibility of {reating an infant before the bilirubin level makes it to a dangerous level.

4 Bilirubin is'produced .in the breakdown of red blood cells. The liver helps break down the
substance so that it can be removed from the body in urine and stool. After the delivery of a newborn, the
newborn’s liver does not function at 100%, leading to a potential buildup of bilitubin.

5 Bilirubin that is not metabolized accumulates in the tissues. Accumulation in the skin, conjunctiva
and mucous membranes is what cauges the yellow1sh discoloration, known as jaundice. The buildup in the
skin is not toxic or dangerous; however, build up in the central nervous system, the brain in particular, can
be toxic, When enough bilirubin accumulates in the brain, it causes bilirubin encephalopathy, which is
damage to the brain tissue, also known as kernicterus.

4
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 examination or diéchérge notes, However, the measurement is clearly recorded by the murse fust

later and noted fo be overtly jaundiced. Patient A was dlagnosed with hyperblhrubmemla with a

© o 9 & ki hA WM

forth in paragraphs 8 through 12 herein, constitutes unprofessional conduct through gross

[
(=

below the examination portion of ‘the forrﬁ and above the diécharge instructions which were
completed by Respondent. .

11, Respondent discharged Patient A without obtaining further bilirubin asses_srﬁent .either
by another transcutaneous screening or serum testing. '

12 Aﬁer Pahent A was d1scharged Pa’aent A was seen by another pedlatncmn five days

serum bilirubin of 33.9. Despite treatment, PatxentA developed cerebral palsy, consistent with
neurological damage from the extremely elevated bilirubin level.

13. Respondent’s overall conduct, acts and/or omissions, with regard to Patient A; as set

negligence, pursuant to Sections 2234 (b) and is therefore sub;ect to disciplinary ac’uon Mote
specifically, Respondent is guilty of unprofessmnal conduct with regard to Patlent Aas follows
a.  Respondent failed fo properly assess for hyperbﬂlrubmemla based on one
elevated franscutaneous bilirubin reading of 8. 9 which placed Patient A above the 95 percentﬂe
for continued tise of the bilirubin to require treatment. '
b.  Respondent failed to obtain a further bilirubin assessment either by

transcutaneous screening or serum testing, prior to discharge of Patient A.

/!
i
/it
i
/i
e ' : L
I

. 6 Hyperbilirubinemia is a condition in which theré is an abnormally high level of bilirubin in the
blood. :

5
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supemse physwlan assistants and advanced- pri actice nurses;

PRAYER
WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that a hearing be held on the matters herein alleged,
and that following the hearing, the Medical Board of California issue a decision: |
1.  Revokingor suspeﬁdin’g Physician's and Surgeon's Certifi céte Number G 45357,
issued to Wanda Liza Lo, M.D;
2. Revokmg, suspendmg or denymg approval of Wanda lea Lo, M. D ] authonty to

3.  Ordering Wanda Liza Lo, M.D., if placed on probation, to pay the Board the costs of
probation monitoring; and

4.  Taking such other and further action as deemed necessary and proper.

DATED: _August 20, 2018

Medical Board of California
Department of Consumer Affairs
State of California

Complainant

SF2018201066
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